
      
 
November 30, 2024 
 
Dear NYSTEA Family, 
 
As we conclude this Thanksgiving weekend, I am reminded of all the facets of our organization for which I am 
thankful:  advocacy for students and faculty members involved with educational theatre, opportunities for 
professional growth that are directly related to these ends, and sparking a lifelong love of the performing arts in 
young people.  I am thankful for the people in NYSTEA who work hard to achieve these goals – the people who 
form a wonderful community. 
 
The theme community has been recurring this fall.  Our nation has been bitterly divided by political animosity that 
has only worsened in the recent election cycle.  What could possibly bring people together?  Is it a unifying leader?  
A shared vision of policy?  Perhaps common values?  For my community, it was… a high school musical. 
 
A musical you say?  How can a school show help a community heal?  I don’t profess to have all the answers, but I 
can tell you my observations.  First, our school’s theatre teacher and director chose a play that struck all the right 
chords this year.  The show had classic songs, near-universal appeal, and a story that was, well, as old as time.  It 
was the kind of show that brings out large numbers of young people – some of whom had never seen live theatre 
before – and their parents.  I’m not suggesting that schools choose only these types of well-known properties, but 
the choice of show can impact a community.  Never in recent memory have so many tickets been sold; seats in an 
almost-forgotten balcony were opened to accommodate unprecedented numbers of door sales.  Second, the timing 
of the show was perfect, coming just days after the election.  The positive publicity surrounding the production 
provided relief from a constant national news cycle.  In the end, a successful musical of the highest production 
quality afforded parents, school board members, and the greater community a chance to put aside their differences 
and kvell over their children.  They found renewed pride in their school.  People from all walks of life came 
together to make the show happen, including science and technology teachers who built working machines as prop 
and set pieces.  This is what our community needed, and it was just when we needed it most. 
 
Please remember to lean on our community throughout the year, whether collaborating on innovative ideas, 
sharing resources in regional chats, or just connecting with fellow “show people.”  I look forward to seeing many 
of you at this January’s Student Conference.  To borrow a line of gratitude from a big-screen experience that has 
helped reinvigorate our theatrical community this month, “Thank Goodness” for NYSTEA! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Scott M. Eckers, Ed.D. 
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