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Hello Fellow NYSTEA Members,

The January Student Conference always feels like stepping into a world of magic—a place where | see
the transformative power of theatre unfold in real-time. Every year, | witness students shining in ways they
don’t always have the opportunity to at home. | see friendships form in an instant, free from the
second-guessing that so often defines high school social dynamics. | see students growing in confidence,
gaining knowledge, and—most beautifully—feeling safe enough to simply be themselves.

Related to our “Over the Rainbow” theme is the well-known phrase “There’s no place like home.” Isn’t
that what we’re all searching for—a sense of belonging, a place where we feel safe, valued, and free to
explore our passions? Yet, more than ever, | see students drifting, stuck on the fringes, hesitant to dive into
relationships, their interests, or the joy of discovery.

Theatre offers these students a home. It creates a space where they can escape into new worlds,
express their truest selves, and make friends effortlessly. During the conference, | saw this magic
everywhere | looked. Students who arrived feeling nervous or unsure quickly found their footing.

One student stands out in my memory. She was nervous about attending a swing dance workshop
without a friend by her side. | walked with her to the session and assured her she’d have a great time and
meet new people. Within minutes, | saw her chatting easily with another student. Not long after, she looked
back at me, pointed to her new friend, and mouthed, “I found a friend!” Later, she told me how much fun
they’d had dancing together. Moments like these remind me why we do what we do.

Theatre is magic. You bring that magic to students everyday, by igniting their imaginations and fostering
their growth. NYSTEA builds on that magic by bringing our community together to learn new skills, enjoy the
art together, and inspire connections that can last a lifetime.

Come be a part of the NYSTEA magic. Whether you're a seasoned member or brand new, if you're
looking to get more involved, there’s a place for you here. Beyond the January conference, NYSTEA
expands its reach through initiatives such as advocacy, curriculum resources, and a professional
development conference. If you'd like to learn more about ways to get involved, visit our website and
discover how you can contribute to shaping the future of theatre education.

Warmly,
Carlene O’'Connor
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